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Lesson Title
● Include the name,
author/illustrator of
the book
Content Area(s) and Grade
Level(s)
Lesson Objective(s)

Florida Standards:

Book Title: Boats for Papa
Author: Jessixa Bagley
Illustrator: Jessixa Bagley
English Language Arts; 2nd Grade
● The students will be able to identify the beginning, middle, and end of a story.
● Students will be able to identify the main characters of a story.
● Students will be able to retell a story in their own words to enhance
comprehension.
● Students will be able to write a personal narrative using correct grammatical
conventions.
●

ELA.2.R.1.1- Identify plot structure and describe main story elements in a
literary text.

● ELA.2.R.3.2-Retell a text to enhance comprehension.
● ELA.2.C.1.2 - Write personal or fictional narratives using a logical sequence of
events, transitions, and an ending.
● ELA.2.C.3.1 - Follow the rules of standard English grammar, punctuation,
capitalization, and spelling appropriate to grade level.

Assessment:

Motivating Activity &
Anticipatory Set/Access Prior
Knowledge:

●
●
●
●
●

Teacher Observation/Questioning - Informal Assessment
Partner/Group Discussion
Story Retelling Rope
Story Retelling Rope Key
Personal Narrative
○ Rubric

●

Teacher will welcome students and ask them what they know about beavers.
○ Students may turn to the person sitting next to them to talk about their
prior knowledge. The students are then given time to share with the

whole class about what they discussed with their partner. The teacher
will present to the class pictures of real-life beavers and explain to them
that beavers live on land but spend much of their time in the water.
This is an opportunity for the teacher to point out the webbed feet and
flat tail characteristic of beavers. The teacher will also show the class
pictures of dams built by beavers and elicit reactions from the class.
○ Teacher will then explain that today’s is a fictional story that focuses on
real life emotions and events like missing someone important to you,
some who has passed away. The author chose for the characters
experiencing these things to be beavers. UDL Principle: Activate or
supply background knowledge (3.1); EL Strategy: Link lesson topic to
students’ prior knowledge
Procedures:
● Teacher will then introduce the book Boats for Papa by Jessixa Bagley.
○ Teacher will begin with some opening questions while showing the
cover to students:
■ “Where do you think this story takes place?”
■ “What do you think is going to happen?”
● Teacher will then begin to read Boats for Papa pausing to ask questions to
ensure comprehension. EL Strategy: Continually monitor students’
comprehension
○ Page 5: “The beginning of the story introduced us to a little beaver.
What is his name and what does he like to do?”
○ Page 11: “Tell me what Buckley and his mom were doing.”
■ “Why does Buckley send his boat out to sea?”
○ Page 13: “As we reach the middle of the story, we can see that Mama
and Buckley both miss Papa. How else do you think they might feel?”
○ Page 19: “After Buckley sends his first boat out to sea he then decides to
make even more boats to send to his Papa. Tell me about the boats
Buckely makes.”
○ Page 24: “Before Buckley can send his boat out to sea he must go find
paper to write a note to his Papa. What does he find while looking for
paper?”
■ “What does this mean?”
○ Page 28: “Why did Buckley do differently after the major event when he
sent his boat out to sea?”
■ “Why do you think the story ended this way?”
● Once students are finished discussing the last question and final thoughts are
expressed the teacher will introduce the storytelling rope.
○ “We will create a storytelling rope that will help us retell the beginning,
middle, and end of Boats for Papa.” The teacher will select students to
hand out the materials each student needs.

Closure:

○ “We will first cut out the pictures on the sheet with the boat at the top.
Don’t worry, you don’t have to follow the lines! Just make sure the
whole picture is cut out.”
■ The teacher will complete each task with the class, so they will
be cutting, coloring, and gluing with the students and have a
completed storytelling rope to show. EL Strategy: Use direct
instruction: Modeling, explaining, scaffolding, name the
strategy and show how to use it/UDL Principle: Guide
information processing and visualization (3.3)
○ Once the students have finished cutting out their images the teacher
will ask the class, “Which of these pictures do you think represents the
beginning story? Use story events to support your answer. Talk about it
with your groups.”
■ After the students are given time to discuss the teacher will
address the whole class and ask them their thoughts. Following
student input the teacher will explain, “The picture of the little
beaver and a boat represents the beginning of the story. We
know this because we discover that Buckley, the little beaver,
makes boats within the first few pages. Now take out the other
sheet of paper I gave you and find the little beaver and his boat.
This is where you will write about the main events at the
beginning of the story. You can work with your groups.” EL
Strategy: Promote cooperation (small groups)
● The students are able to work without direct instruction
for the middle and end images.
■ When the students have completed their writing the teacher
will announce, “Before we put our ropes together you may color
your boats and add whatever designs you like, just like Buckley
did with his boats!” UDL Principle: Offer ways of customizing
the display of information (1.1)
○ Once the students have finished coloring their boats the teacher will
instruct them on how to put together the story retelling rope. “Your
boat will go at the very top of the rope and then you will add the
images in the order of beginning, middle, end. The anchor goes at the
very bottom. Make sure to let your glue dry before trying to pick up
your rope. This is what it should look like when it is done.” The teacher
will display their completed storytelling rope for the class to see.
■ As the students construct their storytelling ropes the teacher
will walk around the room and assist students when needed.
○ As the students begin to wrap up making their storytelling ropes the
teacher will introduce the final activity. “All you will need next is a blank
sheet of paper and a pencil. When Buckley misses his Papa he makes
and sends him boats. Because Buckley loves his mama he makes and

sends her a boat too. I want you to write a paragraph about what YOU
would do for someone you miss and/or love. There is no right or wrong
answer, only YOUR answer. I will provide a rubric so that you know what
is expected in your writing.” UDL Principle: Optimize relevance, value,
and authenticity (7.1)
○ Note: The teacher should review the attached rubric before the
children begin the writing activity.

Materials:

● A copy of Boats for Papa, written and illustrated by Jessixa Bagley.
● Printer Paper
● Storytelling rope images and writing sheet
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

String
Scissors
Glue (liquid glue will work best) or tape
Markers/Crayons/Colored Pencils
Writing Utensil
Notebook Paper
Inspiration: http://firstgradewow.blogspot.com/2013/03/retelling-rope.html
UDL Guidelines:
https://www.cast.org/impact/universal-design-for-learning-udl

Images/Image Key/Rubric (all created at canva.com):

